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Young, Princeton defeat Mount Carmel a

second time 70-69

Buss scores 41 points, Young nets 39 in one-point thriller

By Chris Johannes johannesc@courierpress.com 812-464-7529

Monday, January 13, 2014

MOUNT CARMEL, Ill. — All good things must end, and for better or worse the Jackie

Young-Tyra Buss rivalry has ended (in high school at least).

Princeton, Indiana’s No. 1-ranked Class 3A team, beat Mount Carmel 70-69 on

Monday night.

But it was not Young or Buss who ultimately decided the game. Brooke James, a

freshman, made the decisive basket with 3.1 seconds left.

The Aces led 69-68 after a three-point play by Buss, who led everyone with 41 points

and seven steals.

The Tigers (14-0, 4-0 Big Eight Conference) called a timeout with 18.7 seconds left

and got the ball into Young’s hands. She tried to drive left, but was denied by the

Aces’ defense. Then she found James on the right block.

“They were collapsing towards me and I just saw Brooke on the backside,” Young

said.

James’ layup banked in and the Aces immediately called a timeout.

A running, half-court toss by Buss at the buzzer banked and hit the rim, but missed.

“To be honest, I’m kind of glad that this will be the last time we will play,” Young said.

“So it can go back to being ‘Princeton vs. Mount Carmel’ and not ‘Buss vs. Young.’ ”

The buildup to the game, however, was sparked by the two players’ rivalry and

Princeton’s two-point defeat of Mount Carmel in the Toyota Gibson County Teamwork

Classic on Dec. 28 at Fort Branch, Ind.

The Mount Carmel High School gymnasium was filled beyond its 1,300-person

capacity even before the junior varsity game had begun. Fans encircled the court in

folding chairs and more crammed onto a recessed stage behind one basket.

The Aces (13-4, 2-2) jumped out to a 28-16 first-quarter lead. Buss scored 25 first-
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half points.

“You don’t get to dictate what you do defensively against players of this caliber,”

Mount Carmel Coach Tim Willis said. “When they are hitting, there’s not much you

can do to stop them.”

Young answered with 25 points of her own in the second half. One of the country’s

top sophomore prospects, Young led the Tigers with 39 points and 15 rebounds. “I

tried to be more aggressive and have a presence down low,” she said.

The Tigers’ win clinched at least a share of the Big Eight title.

Buss, the country’s leading scorer and a senior committed to Indiana University, came

in averaging 46.3 points.

“Our rivalry in high school is over,” Buss said. “Jackie and I have enjoyed competing

against each other. I’m excited to be able to watch her now.

“I’m trying to influence her to come to IU, but she doesn’t say (where she will go).”
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