
Tin Man needs hops not oil — By Chris Johannes 

 

If you had been on the Lloyd Expressway this fall, you may have seen one of 13 billboards across the city, 

which have the slogan: ‘You Will Become One of Us – Fall 2012.’ 

 

“I was confused,” Pre-MBA USI student Shan Sherwan said. “I thought it was for an electronics company 

or something like that.”  

 

No, it wasn’t quite an electronics company. Instead, the advertisements were for Evansville’s first craft 

beer brewery, Tin Man Brewing Company. 

 

“Oh, that makes sense,” Sherwan said. “The message, from a business standpoint, is Maslow’s third level 

of hierarchy. That’s the need of belongingness. Everyone wants to be included.” 

 

The billboards now have the slogan: ‘Ordinary Beer Does Not Compute.’ 

 

President and Tin Man co-founder is west sider Nick Davidson, 33. He started the company with his 

parents – Andy and Judy, and his wife Sara. Nick was a 1997 Reitz High School graduate.  

 

The brewery opened Nov. 23 at 1430 W. Franklin St.  

 

“It’s not that far from (USI’s) campus,” Nick Davidson said. “I think we’re going to appeal to USI students 

as Evansville’s first craft brewery. It’s just now taking hold in Evansville, but is very popular everywhere 

else. Craft beer is the difference between shopping at a ‘Mom and Pop’ versus shopping at Walmart.” 

 

The only way currently to get Tin Man beer is to visit the brewery. Davidson, required to serve food with 

alcohol by Indiana law, leases a restaurant to Gunslinger’s BBQ, which serves Tin Man beers. It opens at 

11 a.m. 

 

All five brews can be tried in five-ounce samplers for $6. Half pints are $2 and pints are $4. Growler fills 

should be available at the end of December. A growler is a half gallon, amber, glass-handled bottle. 

 

The cannery should be operational at the first of the year allowing Tin Man’s brews to be sold in liquor 

stores in 16-ounce four packs. 

 

Davidson said, “My generation and the ones after me are trying to turn Evansville into a cooler place. West 

Franklin Street is starting to turn into a better place like a Broad Ripple in Indianapolis, a place where you 

can go and just walk to go to bars and places. Hopefully we can get more people starting businesses, so 

there are more things to do.” 


