
Eagles brew entrepreneurship — By Chris Johannes  

 

Residents and passers-by will soon smell something fresh and a little roasted on the west side of Evansville. 

 

Emily Craig and Jacob McGathey, 2012 USI graduates, and USI junior Frankie Shrader will be at the 

source of that aroma. They co-founded — Lion’s Head Coffeehouse at 4820 W. Lloyd Expressway. 

 

“We wanted to serve the most-rare and exotic coffee available,” McGathey said. “But we discovered the 

super-rare coffees were just too expensive for our customers. We found a compromise and we’ll still have 

coffees that weren’t previously available to Evansville consumers.” 

 

This spring, the trio leased a building next to TXT Book Rental and Papa John’s. 

 

A local investor provided the startup funds to qualify for a Small Business Association loan. Family and 

friends donated equipment, gave financially and promised to work pro bono. 

 

What they didn’t plan for was the kindness of other local small business owners like a plumber and an 

electrician, who charged little more than the cost of materials for their work at the coffeehouse. 

 

“We needed to find coffee mugs, so Frankie had the idea to go to local businesses and ask for their 

promotional mugs ... everyone has those,” Craig said. “So those are the mugs that will be displayed and 

first used by our customers.” 

 

Shrader said, “The businesses were just so excited to help.” 

 

Johnathon Marvell, owner of local information technology company EDN Systems, has been particularly 

helpful. 

 

“I met them at USI Startup Weekend in February,” Marvell said. “In addition to helping them with their IT 

issues, I enjoy mentoring other small businesses and helping them network within the local business 

community. They (at Lion’s Head) call me regularly for advice and solutions.” 

 

That community spirit fits well within the Lion’s Head mantra. The first sentence on Lion’s Head’s website 

reads: “Lion’s Head Coffeehouse was pioneered with a vision for ministry.” 

 

That ministry extends beyond religion for the trio — saying they want the coffeehouse to be a meeting 

place of all ideas including: solutions to poverty, various problems facing students, music, poetry, local art 

and faith. 

 

“We’re all very comfortable with our faith in Christ,” Shrader said. “But we know many college-aged 

students have questions about their beliefs — even atheists. We want everyone to feel like they can come to 

Lion’s Head Coffeehouse, sit down, relax and discuss anything.” 

 

USI’s influence on the business is also apparent. McGathey, a business administration major, credited USI 

Instructor Bryan Bourdeau with helping to instill a strong entrepreneurial spirit and ongoing advising. 

 

“We want to encourage experimentation in our entrepreneurship classes,” Bourdeau said.  

 

“We want there to be creative problem solving.” 

 

Lion’s Head Coffeehouse seems to have taken creativity to heart — from the mugs, to the customer-picked 

blends like the jelly donut coffee special, to the walnut coconut bars with orange icing, to the hand-crafted 

diner thrones. 

 

“We’ll probably never be 100-percent ready to open,” Craig said. “I’m not sure any business really is 

ready. But we’re shooting for this fall.” 


